The endeavor of 1897, as developed in the progress of the investigation, was to find the northernmost plants of Medicago sativa, the common alfalfa now cultivated. As nearly as could be determined, the northern limit was near Kopal, in southwestern Siberia. The severity of the winter made further work by the writer impossible.
At one time he was one thousand miles from the nearest railroad. The hardships and perils of that journey are a matter of record.
At that time the writer had come to believe strongly that the botanical name of any species of plant was not enough for the purposes of agriculture ; that a species extending over a wide geographical range differed 
